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Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 - 1 2 ‘ ~  Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

CC Docket No. 02-6 

Request For FCC Review of SLD “Administrator’s Decision on Appeal” Dated April 12, 
2004 

Funding Year: 2003-2004 
Applicant Name: Wanvick School District 
Form 471 Number: 349955 
Funding Request Number: 941821 
Billed Entity Number: 125801 
Contact Information: Dawn L. Belden 

133 N. State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 
Voice Number: 215-504-5457 
Fax Number: 215-504-5047 
e-mail: dbelden@c-rate-ects.orq 

Dear Reader: 

This letter is being provided to the FCC on a timely basis to request that the FCC review 
the “Administrator’s Decision on Appeal” dated April 12, 2004 and reinstate the full 
funding request for FRN #941821. 

I am the contact person listed on 471 #349955 for Warwick School District and I am also 
representing them on this appeal. We are requesting that the decision to reduce the 
funding for this FRN be reversed and that the FRN be funded in full. 

NO. of Copies reo’d 0 
List ABCDE 

133 N State Street Newtown, PA 18940 (800) 682-ECTS (3287) Fax (215) 504-5047 
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I filed an appeal with the SLD on behalf of the District on May 29,2003. Included in this 
appeal were a copy of the item 21 attachment and also a copy of the invoice supporting 
our request. The appeal was approved with reduced funding on April 12,2004. 

The reason stated for reduction of the funding was “after thorough review of the appeal 
letter and relevant documentation, we reduce the funding request to reflect the recurring 
pre-discount amount of $2252.46 as supported by the PenTeleData invoice dated 
February 1,2003”. I respectfully submit that there was an error in the review of the 
PenTeleData invoice and that this invoice does indeed support our original request for the 
monthly pre-discount amount of $3205. 

The PenTeleData invoice is split into three billing columns. The base amount column 
reflects the standard monthly charge for services provided. The discount amount column 
reflects the monthly amount that is currently being given as an E-Rate discount. The net 
amount column reflects the total cost after the applied E-Rate discount. Since the 
discount amount column reflects the E-Rate discount that the District is currently 
receiving each month for services from this provider, requests for future E-Rate funding 
must be based on the information provided in the base amount column of the invoice. The 
total of all of the eligible expenses in the base amount column is $3704. This more than 
substantiates our original request. 

In this case the reviewer inadvertently used the total current charges listed on the invoice, 
which is the total of all charges listed in the net amount column on the invoice, as a basis 
for the decision. Although it was unintentional on the part of the reviewer, this was an 
error that resulted in reduced funding for the District. 

We believe that the reviewer should have contacted us for further explanation of this 
invoice. Had we been contacted we would have made it clear to the reviewer that a 
monthly E-Rate discount was being applied and subsequently reflected on this bill. The 
reviewer would then have used the proper figures to evaluate our request for future 
funding. 

We request that our appeal to the FCC be granted based on a proper review of this 
invoice and that FRN# 349955 be fully funded as originally requested. We do not feel 
that the SLD operated in bad faith, but we do respectfully submit that the outcome needs 
to be changed in the public interest and in accordance with the objectives of the E-rate 
Program itself. 

The District needs the funding, especially during this year of tight budgets for most 
schools. Loss of the full funds would adversely impact the students within the District. 

Please contact me should you need any further information 
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Certified Mail # 7003 2260 0004 4904 7512 Return Receipt Requested 

Incl: Funding Commitment Decision Letter dated May 12, 2003 
Appeal Letter Dated May 29, 2003 
Item 21 Attachment 
PenTeleData Invoice Dated February 1,2003 
Administrator’s Decision on Appeal Dated April 12,2004 



USAC Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

May 12, 2003 

FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER 

(Funding Year 2003. 07/01/2003 - 06/30/2004) 

WARWICK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
DAWN BELDEN 
133 N. State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 349955 
Funding Year 2003: 07/01/2003 - 06/30/2004 
Billed Entity Number: 125801 
Applicant's Form Identifier: 471WARWICKSDB 

Thank you for your Funding Year 2003 E-rate application and for any assistance you 
provided throughout our review. 
featured in the Funding Commitment Report at the end of this letter. 

- The amount, $44,452 80 is "Approved". - The amount, $15,384.00 is "Denied" 
Please refer to the Funding Commitment Report on the page following this letter for  
specific funding request decisions and explanations. 

NEW FOR FUNDING YEAR 2003 

The Important Reminders and Deadlines immediately preceding this letter are provided 
to assist you throughout the application process. 

NEXT STEPS 

Here is the current status of the funding request(s) 

- Revie& technology planning requirements 
- Review CIPA Requirements - File Form 486 - Invoice the SLD using the Form 474 (service providers) or Form 472 (Billed Entity) 
FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 

On the pages following this letter, we have provided a Funding Commitment Report for the 
Form 471 application cited above The enclosed report includes a list of the Funding 
Request Number(s) (FRNs) from vour application. The SLD is also sendina this information 
to-your service provider(s) so-preparations can be made to begin implemknting your E-rate 
discount(s) upon the filing of your Form 486. Immediately preceding the Funding Commitment 
Report, you will find a guide that defines each line of the Report. 

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION. 

If you wish to appeal the decision indicated in this letter, our appeal must be 
RECEIVED BY THE SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES DIVISION (SLD) WITHIN 68 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE 
ON THIS LETTER. Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal 
of your appeal. In your letter of appeal: 

1 Include the name, address, telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address 
(if available) for the person who can most readily discuss this appeal with us. 

~ ~~~ ~. ~ ~~~~~ ~~~ ~ . __ 
Box 125 ~ Correspondence Unil, 8U South Jefferson Road, Wh!ppany, h e w  Jersey, U7981 

Vmt us online a t  w w  SI universalservice org 



2. State outri ht that our letter is an appeal. Identify which Fundin Commitment 
Decision LeTter FCDX) ou are appealing. Indicate the relevant funling year and 
the date of the ACDL. $our letter of appeal must also include the a plicant name, 
the Form 471 Application Number, and the Billed Entity Number from tge top of your 
letter. 

3 .  When ex lainin? your appeal, cop the lan uage o r  text from the funding synopsis that 
is at tie hear of your appeal, 80 allow fhe SLD to more readily understand and respond 
appropriately Please keep your letter to the point, and provide documentation to support 
your appeal. Be sure to keep copies of your correspondence and documentation. 

4. Provide an authorized signature on your letter of appeal. 
If you are submitting t;""' appeal on 
Schools and Libraries 
Whippany, NJ 07981. 
Procedure" posted in the Reference Area of the SL8 web site or by contactin 
Service Bureau. 
expedite filing your appeal. 

aper, please send your ap ea1 to: Letter of Appeal, 
Box 1% - Correspondence Unit, g0 South Jefferson Road, 

the Client 
ivision 

Additionai options for film an appeal can be found in the "Appeals 
We encourage the use of either the e-mail or fax filing opTions to 

While we encourage you to resolve your ap ea1 with the SLD first, you have the option of 
filing an ap ea1 directl with the Federay Communications Commission AFCC). You should 
refer to CC bocket No 
must be RECEIVED BY THE FCC WITHIN 60 DAYE 8 E  THE ABOVE gATE ON THIS LETTER. 
to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of our appeal. Further 
pformation and options for filing an appeal directl with the FCC can be found in the 
Appeals Procedure" posted in the Reference Area of ehe SLD web site or by contactin 
the Client Service Bureau. We strong1 
filing options because of continued sugstantial dela s in mail delivery to the FCC. 
If you are submitting your ap ea1 via United States Hosta1 Service, send to: 
Office of the Secretary, 445 P2th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. 

03-6 on the first a e of your ap ea1 to the F C Your ap ea1 
Faiyure 

recommend that you use either the e-mail or ?ax 
FCC, 

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 2 of 6 05/12/2003 



A GUIDE TO THE FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 
A report for each E-rate funding request from 
letter 

our a plication is attached to this 
We are providing the following definizions For the items in that report. 

FORM 471 APPLICATION NUMBER: 
by the SLD. 

The unique identifier assigned to a Form 471 application 

FUNDING REQUEST NUMBER 
Block 5 of your Form 471 once an application has been processe!. 
to report to Affjlicants and Service Providers the status of individual discount funding 
requests submi ed on a Form 471. 
FUNDING STATUS: 

FRN). A Funding Request Number is ass1 ned by the SLD to each 
This number is used 

Each FRN will have one of the following definitions: 
1. 

2 .  

3 

An FRN that is “Funded” will be approved at the level that the SLD determined 
is appro riate for that item. 
requesteg unless the SLD determines during the applica ion review process that 
some adjustment is appropriate. 

The funding level will ?enerally be the level 

An FRN that is “Not Funded“ is one for which no funds wil; be committed. 
reason fof; the decision will be briefly explained in the 
Eecision, 
Funding Commitment Decision Ex lanation. An FRN may be Not Funded“ because 
the request does not comply wit{ program rules, or because the total amount of 
funding available for this Funding Year was insufficient to fund all requests. 

The 
Funding Commitment 

and amplification of that explanation may be ofiered in the section, 

An FRN that is “As Yet Unfunded” reflects a temporar status that is ass1 ned to 
an FRN when the SLD is uncertain at the time the letfer is generated whet2er 
there will be sufficient funds to make commitments for requests for Internal 
Connections at a particular discount level. For exam le, if your application 
included requests for discounts on both Telecommunicafions Services and Internal 
Connections, ou mi ht receive a letter with funding commitments for 
Telecommunicalions Zervices funding requests and a message that 
requests are “As Yet Unfunded You would receive one or more sugz&ent letters 
regarding the funding decision on your Internal Connections requests. 

T X r n a l  Connection 

SERVICES ORDERED: The type of service ordered from the service provider, as shown on 
Form 471. 

SPIN (Service Provider Identification Number): A unique number assigned by the 
Universal Service Administrative Company to service providers seeking payment from 
the Universal Service Fund for articipatin in the universal service support 
mechanisms. A SPIN is also use$ to verify !ellvery of services and to arrange for 
payment. 
SERVICE PROVIDER NAME: The legal name of the service provider. 
CONTRACT NUMBER: The number of the contract between the eligible party and the 
service provider. This will be present only if a contract number was provided on 
Form 471. 

BILLING ACCOUNT NUMBER: The account number that your service provider has established 
with you for billing purposes This will be present only if a Billing Account Number 
was provided on Form 471. 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE EFFECTIVE DATE OF DISCOUNT: The first possible date of service for 
which the SLD will reimburse service providers for the discounts for the service. 
CONTRACT EXPIRATION DATE: The date the contract expires. This will be present only 
if a contract expiration date was provided on Form 471. 
SITE IDENTIFIER: The Entity Number Jisted in Form 471, Block 5, Item 22a will be 
listed This will appear only for site specific” FRNs. 
ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE RECURRING CHARGES: Eli ible monthly 
of recurring service provided in the funding year. 
ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE NON-RECURRING CHARGES: Annual eligible 
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pre-discount amount approved for recurring charges multiplied % y number of months 



non-recurring charges approved for the funding year. 
PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT: Amount in Form 471, Block 5 ,  Item 231, as determined through 
the application review process. 
DISCOUNT PERCENTAGE APPROVED BY THE SLD: This is the discount rate that the SLD has 
approved for this service. 
FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION, This represents the total amount of fundin that the SLD 
has reserved to reimburse service proViderS for the approved discounts ?or thls 
service for this funding ear. It is important that you and the service rovider 
both recognize that the SED should be invoiced and the SLD may direct disEursement 
of discounts only for eligible, approved services actually rendered. 

KUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION EXPLANATION: This entry may amplify the comments in the 
Funding Commitment Decision" area. 

FCDLjSchools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 4 of 6 05/12/2003 



FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 
Form 471 Application Number 349955 
Funding Request Number. 941783 Funding Status: Funded 
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Service 
SPIN: 143001370 Service Provider Name: DhE Telephone Contract Number: MTM 
Billing Account Number: 626-3700-0 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract Ex iration Date. 06/30 2004 
Annual Pre-%scount Amount for k ligible Recurring Char es $66,864.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Sharges : $ .OO 
Pre-discount Amount. $66,864 00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD. 40X 
Funding Commitmen? Decision: $56,745.60 - FRN approved as submitted 

Company 

Funding Request Number: 941791 Funding Status: Funded 
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Service 
SPIN. 143001210 Service Provider Name: National Telephone Exchange, Inc Contract Number: MTM 
Billing Account Number: 550068401 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract Ex iration Date. 06/30 2004 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring zharges . $ .OO 
Pre-discount Amount: $5,100.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 40% 
Funding Commitmen? Decision: $3,040.00 - FRN approved as submitted 
Funding Request Number: 941796 Funding Status: Funded 
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Service 
SPIN, 143000677 Service Provider Name: Verizon Wireless fka Cellco Part 
Contract Number: MTM 
Billing Account Number. 715563397-00001 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract Ex iration Date. 06/30 2004 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring harges: $.OO 
Pre-discount Amount: $3,936.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 40% 
Funding Commitmen? Decision : $y,574.40 - FRN approved as submitted 

Annual Pre- isc count Amount for k ligible Recurring Char es $5,100 .OO 

Annual Pre- il iscount Amount for kligible Recurring Charzes : $3,936 .OO 

Funding Request Number: 941803 Fundmg Status: Funded 
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Service 
SPIN: 143026181 Service Provider Name: T-Mobile 
Cont~rart. N i i m h e r :  MTM . . . . _. - . - . . - . . . -. . 
Billing Account Number: 170017666 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract ExDiration Date: 0 6 / 3 0 / 7 n n ~  , - -  - - - -  Annual Pre-hiscount Amount-lor kligrble Recurring Char es 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Zhaiges : $ .OO 
Pre-discount Amount: $5,052.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 40% 
Funding Commitmen? Decision: $3,020.80 - FRN approved as submitted 

$5,052.00 
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 
5 
Funding Status, Funded 

:o:  'relecommunicatlons Service 
1 Service Provider Name. DhE Telephone 

"-Y 
3er. N/A 
Efective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 

'30 2004 n_L. 

r kligible Recurring Charzes: $30,180 .OO 
n$ogot--Eligible Non-recurring harges: S.00 

SLD. 40% 
!.OO - FRN approved as submitted 

Funding Request Number: 941821 Funding Status: Not Funded 
Services Ordered: Internet Access 
SPIN: 143004441 Service Provider Name: PenTeleData I Contract Number, C 
Billing Account Number: 011443 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount. 07/01/2003 
Contract Ex iration Date: 06/30 2007 
Annual Pre-&count Amount for kligible Recurring CharFs: $38,460 .OO 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring harges: 5.00 
Pre-discount Amount: $38,460.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: N/A 
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: 30% or more of this F R N includes Funding Commitmen2 Decision: $8.00 - Inel. svcs . / or product( s 

for unsubstantiated charges which are ineligible per program rules. 
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LETTER OF APPEAL 

May 29,2003 

Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libranes Division 
Box 125 -Correspondence Unit 
80 South Jefferson Road 
Whippany, NJ 07981 

Subject Appeal of Notice of “Funding Commitment Decision Letter” to Warwick 
School Distnct 

Funding Year. 6 - 2003-2004 
Applicant Name, Warwick School Distnct 
Form 471 Number 349955 
Billed Entity Number. 125801 
Contact Information. Dawn L. Belden 

133 N State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 
VoiceNumber 215-504-5457 
Fax Number, 215-504-5047 
e-mail dbelden@e-rate-ects.org 

Dear Reader 

This letter is to timely appeal the SLD’s funding commitment decision not to fund FRN 
#941821 because “30% or more of this FRN includes a request for unsubstantiated 
charges which are ineligible per program rules ” 

I am the contact person listed on 471 #349955 for Warwick School Distnct and I am also 
representing them on this appeal We are requesting that the decision to deny funding of 
$1 5,384 00 for FRN #941821 be reversed by the SLD and that the funding for this FRN 
be approved 

The services covered by FRN #941821 are for monthly Internet access service and for 
monthly fiber connection services As you can see from the enclosed item 21 attachment, 
this FRN clearly refers to both monthly service requests. 

mailto:dbelden@e-rate-ects.org


Page 2 Letter of Appeal Warwick School Distnct 

During the review process we received a request from the SLD to provide documentation 
substantiating the Internet access service cost We in turn submitted a bill that 
substantiated the entire request covered by FRN #941821 Since the bill referenced both 
services we circled the portions of the bill relevant to the Internet access cost, the 4 OMb 
inet Bandwidth and the Etherpoint Xport 4Mbps The Edu leased WAN Xport is the 
portion of the bill relating to the fiber connection service cost The question by the 
reviewer was answered by our response 

The bill that we submitted does in fact substantiate the entire request covered by FRN 
#941821 It was an inadvertent error on the part of the reviewer not to consider both 
services covered in our item 21 attachment since the bill substantiated both services 

We believe that the spint and intent of the E-rate Program and the specifics of our appeal 
more than justify OUT request The monthly Internet access services and the fiber 
connection services covered by this FRN are very significant to the Warwick School 
Distnct Loss of funding for these expenses would cause considerable harm to the Distnct 
and its students Accordingly, we respectfullyrequest that FRN #941821 be funded as 
requested 

Please contact me should you need any further information A copy of the item 21 
attachment for FRN #941821 and a copy of the bill for services are enclosed. 

Sincerely, 

Dawn L Beldgn for Warwick School District 
Certified Mail # 7002-3150-0000-7399-4284 
Return Receipt Requested 

. 



Educational Consortium foi 
Telecommunications Savings 

Item 21 
Attachment 1 
471# 3 4 9 9 s - r  
Entity # / ~ C E O  / 

FRN# 5?%/62/ 
Service Provider 
Narrative Description &&Z / / / d r m J & U 5  c ccay 

All ineligible items have been removed from this funding request such as: 
Maintenance Charges 
Equipment Charges 



04/22/2803 13:00 DISTRICT OFFICE + 912155045047 

Base Discouat 

-LI - Accauol Name Warwick School District Pmvious Invoice Amount' $1 5324 86 - Accounl Number 011443 PW?k?nt(sJ Rsceived, Thank you1 $a.ao 

- Fess and Taxes' $0 DO 

/hvoh-e Number 3688644 
lnvme Date 2101/03 Current Charges. $2252 48 

, 11, 

Total Amount Due by 2/20103 $17 577.32 
,.,,, P."rn."l f lmoun, 

I '  I,. ..... 
Far Bifing m&sfmon PisSrs contid ms PeofOkDels 8*w mmnmeol a1 c Ddir Paid 1 1 Ohacl  Y 

Net 
Amf Tototel 

g 

E-mail Addresser 

C-mi C h P r g t S :  
02/01Ll3 02/28/03 4.0M innbandwidm 1 1500w 60000 900.00 

Fdu Arrar Dkhp (Free) 12 0.w 0 00 0.00 
o z m 1 1 o ~ o ~ ~ z ~ ~ o 3  ~thapoaxe4~bp~ I 43o.w 1n.w 258.W 

02/01/03 02/28/03 EquipRcmVffdctMaml,S 1 74 45 0.00 74.46 
UP 
Ekiu DNamt H&g Fm) I 0.w ow ow 

02/01/03 02/28/03 Edu I d  W a X p a l  I 170000 , 680.W 1020.00 

TOISICllrrmt O s r p .  .................................... .22$2.4* 
Tares md Feei. 

1 0.W 0 00 0.00 
0 0.W 0.00 0.W 

Tax Amolml 

TdTaateamd Few.,.... ................................... :O.W 

22a46  ................................... 

Wr i fa  e d d r e s s  c h s n g s  i n fo rmat ion  below 

WARWICK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
301 W ORANGE ST OODL793 
LITITZ PA 17543-1814 

I Ill I l l  I I II 111 n I I I  ( I f  ( I I I I  

New Amount Due. $17577.32 



Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libranes Division 

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2003-2004 

Apnl 12,2004 

DawnL Belden 
Educational Consortium for Telecommunications Savings 
133 North State Street 
Newton, PA 18940 

Re Warwick School Distnct 

Ri  &Ned Enti?y X U 1 b - i  125331 

Funding Request Number(s) 941821 
Your Correspondence Dated May 29,2003 

471 Application Number 349955 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libranes 
Division (“SLD”) of the Universal Service Admimstrative Company (“USAC”) has made 
its decision regarding your appeal of SLD’s Year 2003 Funding Commitment Decision 
for the application number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD’s 
decision The date of this letter begins the 60-day penod for appealing this decision to 
the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) If your letter of appeal included 
more than one application number, please note that for each application an appeal is 
submitted, a separate letter is sent. 

Funding Request Number, 941821 
Decision on Appeal. 
Explanation 

Approved, funding reduced 

Based on your appeal letter and the supporting documentation, the funding request is 
appoved with a ieductioc 111 tlic approved fdnd1i:g S r  the ie~sori  a ted  below. 

After a thorough review of the appeal letter and relevant documentation, we reduce 
the funding request to reflect the recumng pre-discount amount of $2,252.46 as 
supported by the PenTeleData invoice dated February 1,2003 

Since the Administrator’s Decision on Appeal approves additional funding for your 
application, SLD will issue a new Funding Commitment Decision Letter to you and to 
each service provider that will provide the services approved for discounts in this letter 
SLD will issue the Funding Commitment Decision Letter to you as soon as possible The 
Funding Commitment Decision Letter will inform you of the precise dollar value of your 
approved funding request. As you await the Funding Commitment Decision Letter, you 

Box 12s ~ Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whlppany, New Jersey 07981 
Visit us online at hnpNwww sluniversalservrce onj 



may share this Administrator’s Decision on Appeal with the relevant service provider(s) 
However, Forms 486 cannot be filed for the services covered by this appeal until you 
have received your new Funding Commitment Decision Letter. 

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation dunng the appeal 
process 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Umversal Service Admimstrative Company 

Box 125 ~ Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 0798 I 
Visit us online at http / / w w  si universalsewice org 


